
Resources for Animal transport: Back to the basics (courtesy of COVID-19) 
 
There are several groups that have compiled standards for transport, listed below. States, and 
sometimes local municipalities, have their own regulations and those regulations need to 
examined for the originating, any pass through, and the destination locations.  
 
Standards for transport:  

• ASV Guidelines for Standards of Care in Animal Shelters- Animal Transport p39 

• AVMA Relocation of Dogs and Cats for Adoption 

• National Federation of Humane Societies Relocation Guidelines 

• State by state regulations, find contacts by department:  
o Department of Agriculture  
o Department of Health 
o State Animal Health Official 
o APHIS  

• Local ordinances 
 
For more COVID specific guidelines for transport:  

• ASPCApro COVID-19 Animal Relocation Preparedness Guide 
 
For more detailed information on the process of transport:  
UW Maddie’s Shelter Medicine Course: Shelter Transportation 
 
University of Wisconsin-Madison and University of California, Davis Shelter Medicine Programs’ 
FAQs on transport:  

• How often to vaccinate animals prior to transport? 

• How should our shelter respond to state officials who demand what we think is 
excessive quarantine for out-of-state transfers?  

• What protocols are recommended to reduce the incidence of parvovirus infections 
when transferring puppies?  

• Minimizing risk of heartworm transmission with dog relocation 
  

Contact us if you have further questions! 

 

 

https://www.sheltervet.org/assets/docs/shelter-standards-oct2011-wforward.pdf
https://www.avma.org/sites/default/files/2020-03/AWF-TransportAdoptionBestPractices.pdf
http://www.humanefederation.org/TransferBestPractice.cfm/
https://www.nasda.org/states/state-directory
https://www.cdc.gov/publichealthgateway/healthdirectories/healthdepartments.html
https://www.usaha.org/upload/STATE_ANIMAL_HEALTH_OFFICIALS.pdf
https://www.aphis.usda.gov/aphis/ourfocus/animalhealth/animal-and-animal-product-import-information/entry-requirements/us-state-and-territory-animal-import-regulations
https://www.aspcapro.org/resource/covid-19-animal-relocation-preparedness-guide
https://videos.med.wisc.edu/videos/83326
https://www.uwsheltermedicine.com/library/resources/how-often-to-vaccinate-animals-prior-to-transport
https://www.uwsheltermedicine.com/library/resources/how-should-our-shelter-respond-to-state-officials-who-demand-what-we-think-is-excessive-quarantine-for-out-of-state-transfers
https://www.uwsheltermedicine.com/library/resources/how-should-our-shelter-respond-to-state-officials-who-demand-what-we-think-is-excessive-quarantine-for-out-of-state-transfers
https://www.uwsheltermedicine.com/library/resources/what-protocols-are-recommended-to-reduce-the-incidence-of-parvovirus-infections-when-transferring-puppies
https://www.uwsheltermedicine.com/library/resources/what-protocols-are-recommended-to-reduce-the-incidence-of-parvovirus-infections-when-transferring-puppies
https://www.uwsheltermedicine.com/library/resources/minimizing-risk-of-heartworm-transmission-with-dog-relocation
https://www.uwsheltermedicine.com/shelter-support

